
Howard White
Campbell Collaboration

3D Seminar Series, Goettingen, June 2020

Leveraging Evidence for Effective 
Development Policy



Language of evidence spreading to all sectors



The four waves of the 
evidence revolution



Wave four: knowledge brokering
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Wave one: New public management and
the results agenda

• Origins US, UK, Australia, Canada and New Zealand

• Adopted Clinton and Blair governments

• Shifted focus from monitoring inputs 

(how much money we spend)…

• to outcomes (long-term unemployed returned to work, 
families lifted out of poverty, women empowered etc.)

• IDTs, MDGs, SDGs



Wave two: Impact evaluations in 
3ie database by year of publication

Source: Shayda Mae Sabet & Annette N. Brown (2018) Is impact evaluation still on the rise? 

The new trends in 2010–2015, Journal of Development Effectiveness, 10:3, 291-304

200 studies 

funded by 3ie



Increasing secondary education

RCT of removing secondary fees: 2000 
students admitted SHS but not enrolled; 
680 given four year scholarship.
Removing fees for secondary education:
• Large effect on enrolment
• Significant but small effect on test scores 

females only
• Reduced sexual activity and more likely 

to practice safe sex
• Fewer unwanted pregnancies

Source: Estimating the impact and cost-effectiveness of expanding access to 

secondary education in Ghana 

https://www.3ieimpact.org/evidence-hub/publications/impact-evaluations/estimating-

impact-and-cost-effectiveness-expanding

https://www.3ieimpact.org/evidence-hub/publications/impact-evaluations/estimating-impact-and-cost-effectiveness-expanding


Policy lessons from the study

• Scholarship raised enrolment from 
50% (in control) to 75%

– 25% still did not attend so fees not the 
only constraint

– 50% went without scholarship (but 
many delayed a year), so means testing 
might be considered

• Social benefit of reduced fertility justifies subsidy
• But impact on learning outcomes low – quality 

issues to be addressed



Wave three: Rise of systematic reviews: 
international development (no. of reviews published per year)

Source: 3ie database



Deworming



The evidence shortfall

RCTs Systematic 

reviews

Education 1,017 ~ 1,000

Social welfare 740 ~ 1,000

Health >1.5 milion 38,000



The geographic gap in road safety (see blog)

93% of road 

deaths in LMICs 

but >90% 

evidence from 

North America
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Wave four: knowledge brokering

• Customized direct interaction (the 
Nordic model)

• Building knowledge brokering 
platforms (the What Works model)

Consult 
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to inform 
design

Synthesize 
evidence 
across all 

studies



Customized direct interaction: 
the Nordic model

• Core funding to government 
research agencies to 
produce systematic reviews

• Priorities agreed through 
annual consultation exercise

• Evidence used for funding 
decisions and guidelines

• Knowledge Centre for 
Education (Norway)

• Example: school dropouts
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Evidence-based medicine is 
based on systematic reviews

The World Health Organization (WHO) follows a 
guideline development process, described in detail in 
the WHO Handbook for Guideline Development (2nd 
edition), overseen by the Guidelines Review Committee 
(GRC) established by the Director-General in 2007. The 
WHO Guidelines Review Committee ensures that WHO 
guidelines are of a high methodological quality, 
developed using a transparent and explicit process, and 
are informed on high quality systematic reviews of the 
evidence using state-of–the art systematic search 
strategies, synthesis, quality assessments and methods.
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Thank you

Visit www.campbellcollaboration.org

Sign up for our newsletter

http://www.campbellcollaboration.org/

